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Chapter Presidents 

 
Don Vickers 

Western Chapter: AZ-CA-CO-NV-NM 
UT-HI-TX-OK-KS 

305 S. Lindenwood Dr 
Olathe, KS 66062 

Phone: 913-764-4713 
E-mail: fmdacsw@mymdforum.com 

 
Mark Jenkins 

Northwest Chapter: AK-ID-MT-ND-OR 
SD-WA-WY-NE 

375 Union, Ave., SE # 13 
Renton, WA 98059 

Phone: 425 430-9833 
E-mail:  Markstreasure@aol.com 

 
Don Hayes 

Central Chapter: IA-IL-IN-KY-MI 
MN-OH-WI-MO 

570 Sundale Road. 
Norwich, OH 43767 

Phone: 740 872-4217 
E-mail:  dmhayes61@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

John Howard 
Northeast Chapter: CT-MA-ME-NH-RI 

VT-NY-CANADA 
34 Bayberry Lane, 

Rochester, NY 14616 
Phone: 585-663-7368 

E-mail: jwhoward@rochester.rr.com 
 

Vic Kamer 
Mid-Atlantic Chapter: DE-MD-NC-NJ 

PA-VA-WV 
106 Elm St, 

Sarver, Pa. 16055 
Phone: 724-295-3046 

E-mail: kamer@zbzoom.net 
 

Art Di Filippo 
Southeastern Chapter: Al-FL-GA-MS 

SC-TN-LA-AR 
25 Eastleigh Ct 

Goose Creek, SC 29445 
Email: southcacalaky@yahoo.com 

Phone:  (843) 330-0016 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

National Officers 
 

Duane Biller 
National President 
184 Grange Road 

McClellandtown, PA 15458 
Phone: 724-439-1380 

Fax: 724-439-2558 
E-mail: dbiller@atlanticbb.net 

 
Ed Burke 

National Vice President 
84 S. Atherton Ave 
Kingston. PA 18704 

Phone: 570-331-0600 
E-mail: Potogold1@verizon.net 

 
Jill McFeeders 

National Treasurer 
7025 Dover Zoar Road, N.E. 

Dover, Ohio 44622 
Phone: 330-364-1608 

E-mail: jcseeker@core.com 
 

Dave Perry 
National Secretary 
603 West State St. 

Princeton, IN 47670-1347 
Phone: 812 385-5676 

Email: djperry900@verizon.net 
 

Appointed Positions 
 

Frank Colletti, CPA 
Manufacturer Industry Representative 

1439 Stephen Marc Lane 
East Meadow, NY 11554 

Email:  treashunt@optonline.net 
Phone: 516 481-9244 

Fax: 516 481-1845 
 
 

Mike & Sue Race 
Membership Secretary 

603 W. Main Street 
New Holland, PA 17557 

Email:  msrace@hydrosoft.net 
Phone: 717-355-0691 

Fax: 717-355-0691 
 

Mark Schuessler 
Alliance Liaison 
1464 Graff Road 
Attica, NY 14011 

Phone: 585-591-0010 
E-mail: kesmas@localnet.com 

 
 

Website Manager 
Don Vickers 

fmdacsw@mymdforum.com 
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GONE HUNT’N 

 

AL TEMPLE 

 Al Temple, along with his wife Doris, founded 

The Michigan Treasure Hunters Club in 1974.  Unlike a 

lot of clubs that have come and gone this one continues 

to thrive.  Several of the current members attended a 

nice memorial for Al along with a lot of his and Dorisô 

other friends and family.  ñThe church was fullò was the 

statement I received. 

 Many treasure hunters will remember Al as a 

prominent Huntmaster at the ñold Indiana Treasure 

Weekò.  Needless to say Al will be missed by a lot of 

folks.  Our thoughts prayers go out to the family. 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 Oh spring is just about here!  I hope you all 

survived one of the coldest, yuckiest winters weôve had 

in a long time.  The economy seems to be coming back 

a little.  Itôs been a tough time for a lot of businesses and 

individuals.  Everyone you talk to tells of their frustration 

of being affected one way or another.  Maybe some 

good times are ahead. 

 I want to alert you to the national election this 

year.  The executive portion of the board is up for 

election.  President, Vice-president, Secretary and 

Treasurer are up for grabs.  There has not been an 

election since 2006.  Since then all officers have been 

unopposed and reappointed or appointed by National 

President Duane Biller due to a resignation.  I have 

proposed some bylaw changes that will allow additional 

folks that want to step up do so.  If and when we get the 

changes finalized we will publish them for all to see.  

Right now just let your chapter officers know how you 

feel about the way things are and if you feel changes are 

needed. 

 I wish to announce at this time that I do not 

intend to run for re-election.  I have served two terms as 

National Secretary and four terms as Central States 

Vice-president before that.  It is time for someone to step 

up and throw their hat in the ring. 

 It has been a very rewarding experience being 

involved in a national organization.  I have met so many 

wonderful people during my time with the FMDAC.  I still 

remember Paul Thurman coming to our meeting in 

Evansville, Indiana back in late 1984 or early 1985.  The 

dream of that group has grown into what we now have.  

Who would have thought that a few treasure hunters 

would get together and create what we have today. 

 Oh there were some stumbles along the way, 

but at the end of the day we have a very viable 

organization that has done great things for the hobby. 

 NOW ITôS YOUR TURN!  Thatôs right, your turn.  

You hear people complain but you never see them step 

up and do anything about it.  Are you afraid of making 

mistakes?  Donôt let that bother you Iôve been there and 

done that.  You canôt deal with 12 -16 people from 

around the country and not have conflicts.  But again at 

the end of the day we come together for the good of the 

hobby. 

 Come on gang!  I want to see two or three 

names for each position on that ballot in December. 

 Get ready for the hunt season.  Check the 

FMDAC calendar for many events scheduled this year.  

There are a lot of good hunts spread out all over 

especially on the east and mid-Atlantic areas.  Hope to 

see you at some of them. 

Dave 
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Big Valley Metal 

Detectors  
8153 Juli Court 

Citrus Heights, CA 95610-4000 
(916) 225-9150 

"Site to Site,  
Season to Season" 

larry@bigvalleymetaldetectors.com 

www.bigvalleymetaldetectors.com 

 

 
SW CHAPTER CHANGE 

 
 After some disagreement with some of the 
National Officers, SW Chapter President Mike Smith 
resigned his post in the first quarter.  Mike had been an 
officer for over 8 years and has done a great job reviving 
the SW members.  His dedication to the hobby will be 
missed by the FMDAC. 
 
 In late march President Duane Biller appointed 
Don Vickers as the new SW Chapter president. 
 

 

SW PRESIDENT Don Vickers 

 

ABOUT DON VICKERS 

13 years in the U.S. Navy 

Works as Computer Systems Analyst in the banking 

industry 

Has been metal detecting for 15 years 

Member of Mid-Western Artifact Society (MWAS) for 5 

years 

Club Treasurer 1 year 

Club Secretary 3 years 

Club Webmaster 4 years 

FMDAC Webmaster 2 years 

Organized and Planned the 2009 FMDAC Convention in 

Olathe, KS 

SW Chapter Vice President 1 Year 

Currently uses a Minelab Explorer SE Pro 

Previous Detectors;   Bounty Hunter, Garrett, Whites 

Scuba Certified 

Married to Becky Vickers (SW Chapter Secretary)  for 5 

years, lives in Olathe, KS has 2 daughters, 1 step son 

and 1 granddaughter. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FMDAC MERCHANDISE 

Patches $3.00 

пΩ {ǘƛŎƪŜǊǎ ϷмΦрл 

оέ {ǘƛŎƪŜǊǎ ϷмΦлл 

Lapel / Hat pins $4.00 

S&H $1.00 

Hats $12  

T-shirt s $15 

Contact Jill McFeeders 

jcseeker@core.com 

 

FMDAC LIBRARY AVAILABLE 

CONTACT DAVE CARTER 

dcarter5@aol.com 
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NORTHEAST CHAPTER 

Here we are into another Metal Detecting 

Season in the Northeast. I hope everyone had a good 

winter and is doing well. 

Remember, when you go out detecting, go with a 

friend, or tell someone where you are going and keep 

your cell phone charged in case you have a problem. 

Stay safe out there. 

As you may have heard, the FMDAC has had 

quite an interesting start for 2010. We had to cancel the 

Springfest in Arizona; we only had 7 detectorists 

signed up.  

I am sending all the clubs and independents in 

our chapter a flyer for the first Northeast Chapter Metal 

detecting Hunt. The Chapter Hunt will be held at the 

Blackthorne Resort Treasure Weekend. You must be 

signed up for the Blackthorne weekend to enter the 

Chapter Hunt. The cost is $50.00 for 2 hunts-1 

Saturday and 1 Sunday. The Chapter is putting in 

$500.00 to $1000.00 in silver above the entry fees. 

Everything in the ground will be silver dimes. This flyer 

will be sent separately. 

The Fall FMDAC Convention will be 

sponsored by the Northeast Chapter and held in 

Niagara Falls, NY. This will be a great convention, 

right near the American Falls and near a casino (for 

those of you who are inclined). If you want to go over 

to Canada, you will need a passport or enhanced 

driverôs license if your state offers them. 

Stay Safe out there, 

John Howard 

FROM THE NE VP 

We are busy working on the details for the fall 

convention. In case you have not heard it will be in 

Niagara Falls on Oct 15, 16 and 17. The host hotel is 

the Days Inn, which is right near the entrance to the 

Rainbow Bridge.  

The hunt site for Sunday is not determined yet 

but we are working on it.  

The guest speaker at the banquet has just been 

confirmed. I am happy to announce that Butch Holcomb, 

the publisher of American Digger magazine will be 

entertaining us. If you are not familiar with Butch I can 

tell you that you are in for a treat. Butch is a longtime 

Civil War relic hunter and is full of stories. He has written 

two books that are must reads if you like to laugh. Never 

Mace A Skunk and Never Mace A Skunk Two. These are 

true life stories of every type of misadventure that you can 

imagine while pursuing this hobby. I could relate to quite a 

few of them. Rumor has it that he is working on book 3. 

We are very open to suggestions for the 

convention. If you have an idea for a seminar or 

anything else then please let us know. We are 

looking for ideas to make the event more enjoyable 

for all. 

Happy Hunting, 

Mark Schuessler 

 

 

 

Book your personal and business travel 

on our new travel Website: 

www.ytbtravel.com/fmdac 

Each and every time you do, the FMDAC will receive a 

portion of the 

Travel commissions. 

You get the same low rates offered by other travel 

Websites 

http://www.ytbtravel.com/fmdac
http://www.ytbtravel.com/fmdac


 
 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

There havenôt been any changes with the 

current legislative issues confronting the hobby. Keep an 

eye on the website for any updates. 

There are two issues that came up recently. 

One in South Carolina in which relic hunting is being 

singled out for increased penalties if caught on someoneôs 

property without permission. Now you should not be on 

property without permission but the problem arises with 

unintentional trespass. What if you are lost or 

unknowingly cross a property line. How are you to 

prove that you are there accidentally? Especially when 

you are standing there with a detector, shovel and a 

few relics in your pocket. There are already trespass 

laws on the books so this is a blatant attempt to single 

out relic hunting. 

Next was this one. ñThe U.S. State Department has 

announced a date of May 6-7 for Cultural Property 

Advisory Committee hearings on the request for renewal 

of the Memorandum of Understanding with Italy. In 

practical terms, the U.S. government is about to decide 

whether antiquities and other forms of cultural property 

that Italy claims as its heritage ought to be restricted 

from entry into the U.S. unless accompanied by Italian 

export permits. There is already such an agreement in 

place, but ancient coins have been exempted twice 

before in these renewal requests that cover a 5-year 

window. We have very good reason to believe that 

Italy and certain members of the archaeological 

community will this time seek to add coins to the list of 

restricted items.ò How is one to distinguish between a 

Roman coin from Italy and one from another European 

country? 

As always, if you encounter a problem or get 

wind of some legislative issue, especially on a local 

level than let us know immediately. We cannot work on it 

if we are unaware of it. It is much easier to stop 

something from being passed then it is to reverse an 

existing law or regulation. 

Mark Schuessler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Word has been received that 

Dave Carter is in intensive care.  

Your  prayers would be appreciated 

by Daveôs family. 

 Thanks to all members and 

officers that have participated in the 

re-writing of the by-laws.  I couldnôt 

believe all the responses and very 

positive comments. 

 Several hours were spent 

going through all the suggestions and 

incorporating them into the current 

by-laws.  There were a few outdated 

things like changing 7 chapters to 6 

in the wording. 

 All finished, the reviewed 

document has been sent to the board 

of directors for their review.  

Hopefully after they send their 

respective thoughts a completed 

form can be discussed at the 

Treasure Week board meeting. 

 Don will inform you all through 

the Website and Iôll put any additional 

information in future Quests.  Itôs a 

good idea to check our Website 

regularly for any new information on 

the hobby. 

DONõT  

FORGET! 

FOLLOW THE CODE OF 

ETHICS 

http://www.numismaster.com/


 
 
 
 

 
ACCOMODATIONS 

 
The host hotel will be the Days Inn,, 443 Main St, Niagara Falls. Near the entrance to the Rainbow Bridge to Canada. The room rates 
are $59 for Wednesday, Thursday, and Sunday nights. Friday and Saturday rates are $75. These are for single or double. Additional 
people are $10. The cutoff date to guarantee these rates is September 13 and cancellations after that date are nonrefundable. To make 
reservations call 1-800-777-2280. Be sure to tell them you are with the FMDAC to get these rates! The hotels website is 
www.daysinnatthefalls.com. Yes they do have WiFi.  
  

CAMPING 
 

There are two campgrounds that are close by. Niagara Falls KOA, 2570 Grand Island Blvd., Grand Island, NY 14072. (716) 773-7583. 
It is 7 miles from the Days Inn.  There website is  http://www.koa.com/where/ny/32101/ .  Niagara Falls Campground and Lodging, 2405 
Niagara Falls Blvd., is 6 miles from the Days Inn. 716-731-3434, http://www.niagarafallscampground.net . 
 
 

ATTRACTIONS 

  
What can we say! People travel from all over the world to see this magnificent natural wonder. There are many attractions available on 
both sides of the border. Most within walking distance, where you can view the magnificent roaring falls, walk the cave of the winds and 
ride the Maid of the Mist (highly recommended). Kayak and barrel rides are frowned upon! There are also casinos on both sides and an 
outlet mall just a few minutes drive away. The hotel has plenty of guides and pamphlets for your review. You can also check out this 

website.  http://www.niagara-usa.com/ . Please take note that if you intend to cross the border into Canada YOU MUST HAVE A 
PASSPORT or an enhanced drivers license. Donôt leave home without it.  

  
SEMINARS AND EXHIBITS 

 

We will have displays by dealers, clubs, and individuals. Seminars on a variety of topics will run on Saturday. The display area will be 
open Friday evening and Saturday after the hunt is over. Registration will be open in the exhibit area on Friday and Saturday and at the 
hunt site on Saturday morning.  Parking at the hotel is limited. There is a lot immediately across the street. They charge $5 per day for 
cars and $15 for motor homes. 
  

BANQUET 
 

The banquet will be Saturday evening in the penthouse ballroom at the Days Inn. It will start off with a cash bar at 6:00 pm followed by 
a buffet dinner at 7:00pm. Dinner will be followed by a guest speaker that you will not want to miss. 
 

HUNTS 
 

The Saturday morning hunt begins promptly at 9:00 am. Registration will be at 8:00 am. The two hunts held on Sunday will begin at 
10:00 am and 1:00 pm, with registration starting at 8:30 am. They will be held rain or shine for all FMDAC members. You can join the 
FMDAC for an additional $10.00 at registration. All targets will be silver coins and tokens ï NO CLAD. There will be a free kidôs hunt 
between the two main hunts on Sunday. Directions to the hunt site will be given out at the hotel and will be available on the FMDAC 
website. Come prepared for any and all kinds of weather. It could be 80 or it could be snowing or anything in between! 
 

OPEN MEETING 
 

At a time to be announced we will hold an open meeting. This is your chance to hear what is going on and meet all the officers together. 
You can ask any question you may have of the group and give us your input. Please make a point to attend.    
 

TRAVEL 
 

If traveling by air you will need to fly into Buffalo Niagara Airport located in the Buffalo area. You will also need to rent a vehicle or take 
a shuttle as the hotel is about 35 minutes from the airport. The shuttle cost $45 each way. There is an airport in Niagara Falls that has 
been recently rebuilt. It is small and is mostly charter flights. There is one regional airline at this time with limited flights. Check out this 
link for info. http://www.niagarafallsairport.com/Flight.asp  
  
 

Also check out  www.ytb/fmdac.com  for all your travel needs. 
 

If you need any more info or have any questions then please contact: 
Mark Schuessler at 585-591-0010 or John Howard at 585-663-7368 
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http://www.koa.com/where/ny/32101/N
http://www.niagarafallscampground.net/
http://www.niagara-usa.com/
http://www.ytb/fmdac.com


 
 
 
 

All times are subject to change.  For up to date info or changes go to the forum at FMDAC.org. 
 
 

*The Federation of Metal Detector and Archaeological Clubs is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization.* 
 

ENTRY FORM  
  
USE ONE ENTRY PER PERSON. This entry or a copy of this entry must be sent in with a check or money order. Canadian members must pay with a 
US Money Order. 
  

IMPORTANT PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

1. Current FMDAC Membership card must be presented at registration.  

2. Please fill out the form COMPLETELY, including the FMDAC club or Chapter to which you belong. Your signature is very important. If you do not sign 

the release; you will not be permitted to hunt.  

3. There will be a $25 returned check fee.  

4.  Pack your tickets early. No ticket ï No entry 

5. Hunt will be held rain or shine. NO REFUNDS.  

 
Please complete the form and make check/money order payable to the FMDAC.  Enclose a self addressed stamped envelope for your tickets and Mail 
to:  

 
JILL MCFEEDERS 

7025 DOVER ZOAR RD. 
DOVER, OH 44622 

 
ENTRY FORM 
  
I am a member of the FMDAC in good standing and I wish to participate in the following events. 
  
 

SATURDAY SILVER Hunt 
# of entries_____ (Until 9/1) $50             _____ (9/1 to 10/1) $55             _____ (After 10/1) $60  

BANQUET 
# of entries_____ (Until 9/1) $30             _____ (9/1 to 10/1) $40             _____ (After 10/1) $50 

SUNDAY HUNTS 
# of entries_____ (Until 9/1) $100.00      _____ (9/1 to 10/1) $115.00      _____ (After 10/1) $125.00 
 
  

LATE FEES WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO 
 

DO NOT MAIL AFTER 10/5 2010 
 PAY AT THE CONVENTION. 

  
I have enclosed a check/money order (US FUNDS) in the amount of $____________. 
You do not have to be a member of the FMDAC for the Banquet, Seminars or Exhibits. 

 
REMEMBER TO SEND A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE TO RECEIVE YOUR TICKETS. 

 
 
 
NAME________________________________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________  
 
CITY _________________________________________________________________  
 
STATE ___________________________ ZIP ___________  
 
CLUB NAME or CHAPTER or INDEPENDENT_____________________________________________________  
 
PHONE _______________________ E-mail ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
I acknowledge that I WILL NOT hold the FMDAC, the Days Inn, the owners of the hunt site, or any of their representatives or members 
responsible for any injuries or accidents I may incur while participating in any of the above events.  
 
Signature _________________________________________________ Date __________________ 



 
 
 
 

QUEST ADVERTISING RATES: 

BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD 

$50 FOR FOUR PRINTED ISSUES 

AND ALL ELECTRONIC ISSUES 

Contact Dave for quarter, half or full page rates 

 

OLD DETECTORS? 

 

If you have an old detector sitting in the closet or hanging in the garage and would like 

to help out groups like the Hidden History League contact Ed Burke.  He has 

volunteered to take the lead on this project and make sure the detectors go to the right 

place.  

 

 

 

DO TO THE LATE PUBLISHING OF THIS EDITION THERE WILL NOT BE ANY MAILED 

QUESTS.  PLEASE PRINT COPIES FOR YOUR NON-COMPUTER MEMBERS AND 

TAKE THEM TO YOUR CLUB MEETINGS. 

THANKS 

http://www.archenterprises.com/


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FMDAC QUEST 
Dave Perry, editor 
603 W. State St. 
Princeton, IN 47670 

THE FMDACôS CODE OF 
ETHICS 

 

I WILL ALWAYS CHECK FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY AND LOCAL 

LAWS BEFORE SEARCHING. IT IS MY RESPONSIBILITY TO 

άYbh² ¢I9 [!² ά. 

I WILL RESPECT PRIVATE PROPERTY AND WILL NOT ENTER 

twL±!¢9 twht9w¢¸ ²L¢Ih¦¢ ¢I9 h²b9wΩ{ t9waL{{LhbΦ 

WHERE POSSIBLE, SUCH PERMISSION WILL BE IN WRITING. 

I WILL TAKE CARE TO REFILL ALL HOLES AND TRY NOT TO LEAVE 

ANY DAMAGE. 

I WILL REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF ANY AND ALL TRASH AND 

LITTER THAT I FIND. 

I WILL APPRECIATE AND PROTECT OUR INHERITANCE OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES, WILDLIFE AND PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

 

 

 
I WILL, AS AN AMBASSADOR FOR THE HOBBY, USE 
THOUGHTFULNESS, CONSIDERATION AND COURTESY AT ALL 
TIMES. 
 
I WILL WORK TO HELP BRING UNITY TO OUR HOBBY BY 

WORKING WITH ANY ORGANIZATION OF ANY GEOGRAPHIC 

AREA THAT MAY HAVE PROBLEMS THAT WILL LIMIT THEIR 

ABILITY TO PEACEFULLY PURSUE THE HOBBY. 

I WILL LEAVE GATES AS FOUND. 

I WILL BUILD FIRES IN DESIGNATED OR SAFE PLACES ONLY. 

I WILL REPORT TO THE PROPER AUTHORITIES ANY INDIVIDUALS 

REMOVES ARTIFACTS FROM FEDERAL PARKS OR STATE 

PRESERVES. 


