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From the Editor 

 Where did 2009 go?  It seems like we were just 

getting ready for all the hunts and activities and whoosh 

itôs gone.  I was able to attend Treasure Week for the 

second time.  The new location at FoxDen Acres 

Campground was well suited for the event.  The staff at 

the campground worked with the TW committee on 

several fronts improving as the week went on.  President 

Biller has said they intend to improve some other things 

for next year. 

 Two other major events are planned for the 

Campground next year in addition to TW.  You can feel 

the excitement in the air. 

 Then a week off and on to my own stomping 

ground in southern Indiana.  A new eight day event 

called The Southern Indiana Treasure Fest premiered. It 

took place at Starve Hollow Recreation Center just a few 

miles from Brownstown, IN.  Again, the staff at Starve 

Hollow went out of their way to welcome us and is 

looking forward to next year. 

 Both events had FMDAC days.  We will continue 

to sponsor a day at TW and perhaps another day at TF 

in the future.  There was some concern over the 

closeness of the two events date wise but in the end 

both were successful.  Everyone realized that the kids 

are getting out for summer later and some going back to 

school in early August makes it hard to schedule a major 

family event.  Letôs hope the hunters continue to support 

all the hunts. 

 Then we made our way to Ohio for the Buckeye 

Championship Hunt.  Don (CSC President) and Bill 

Hayes have put this hunt on for over 30 years and The 

Silver Seekers have their annual hunt on the last day. 

 From there we went to Bristol and experienced 

our first RV accident.  All I will say is that it wasnôt pretty 

but all is well now. 

 Then in September we had the Annual Scales 

Lake hunt (no hurricane this year) and Mt. Vernon, ILôs 

Tri-State Metal Detecting Club Hunt.  Moving along I 

finished out the year with our annual convention in 

Olathe, KS.  The displays and dealer setups were 

outstanding.  The entire Board of Directors was present 

and a lot of issues were discussed at the annual board 

meeting. 

 Legislative issues were the hottest topic.  Mark 

Schuessler has a wrap up on page 5.  The hunts, as 

always, were enjoyed by all who attended.  There were 

ample targets and the kids had a fabulous time during 

their hunt put on by Barry and Teresa Hart. 

 

Action During The Kids Hunt 

 All in all it was a great year.  We got to spend 

time with a lot of old friends, made some new ones and 

quality time with the grandkids. 

 Very special thanks to all the Huntmasters out 

there. A lot of folks do not understand how much work 

goes into putting on even a single day hunt. With the 

price of silver and gold as high as it is they have a hard 

time putting targets in the ground.  They are always 

scrambling to get sponsors and other ways to increase 

the target count.  Donôt forget to thank them at the hunts.  

They will truly appreciate it.  Great job! 

 I would like to wish everyone a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New year.  For our non-Christian 

friends Happy Holidays to you.  And to all, may life treat 

you well. 

Dave 
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From the NW Chapter 

As it was mentioned in the fall addition of the 

Quest of 2009, President Duane Biller named me, Mark 

Jenkins as the Northwest Chapter President. For all 

FMDAC members, especially those who do not know 

me, the following is my background. 

I live in Renton, Washington, the area where 

was born and raised.  I am a single father of a wonderful 

16-year-old daughter, Jenelle. The hobby of metal 

detecting began for me in 1977 at the age of 9 shortly 

after I had won a salmon fishing derby contest. I took the 

money that I won and bought my first metal detector- a 

Whiteôs 5000 D. 

 The very first day that I used the machine I 

found my first silver coin, a 1916 Canadian dime. For 

many years after that my father would drop me off at 

parks to metal detect while he would go fishing. During 

my teenage years I metal detected only once or twice a 

year and instead concentrated on rock hunting.  

 While rock hunting in 1991 I fell off a cliff and 

sustained some injuries.   After that I felt I needed to 

stick to something a little safer and turned my focus back 

to metal detecting. In 1992, I joined the Cascade 

Treasure Club (CTC) along with the FMDAC. From 1992 

to present, I have been involved with several metal 

detecting clubs and have been president of two of them. 

Currently, I am the secretary of both the Cascade 

Treasure Club and the Metal Detecting Association of 

Washington (MDAW) club.  

Shortly after becoming a member of both 

FMDAC and CTC, I bought a White's Classic II and I 

couldn't believe the difference that it made from my old 

5000 D. After three days of using the Classic II, I had 

found enough pocket change to purchase another. Since 

becoming a member of these clubs I have had several 

great finds. Back in September of 2000, I had one of my 

greatest findsðit was a stash of firemen's badges dating 

back to the 1880s. The best find that I have found to 

date is an1874cc Seated Dime. 

I look forward to serving and represent the 

Northwest Chapter of the FMDAC for the next few years.  

I plan on attending several events and host chapter 

hunts along with other membership drives to strengthen 

our hobby of metal detecting. 

Mark Jenkins, Chapter President 

 

Southwestern Chapter Report 

 We are getting ready for our Chapter Hunts to be held 

at the Goldfield Ghost Town, AZ on February 6th. We 

have started gathering the prizes and have received 

several entries for these hunts. 

At the end of last quarter, I was notified about 

the possibility of Colorado closing their State Parks to 

metal detecting. I contacted the Colorado State Parks 

Department Assistant Director and was assured that 

there was no such action taking place. 

We have started working on the 2010 Spring 

Festival that will take place at the Goldfield Ghost Town, 

AZ on April 30th through May 2nd. I have secured Roy 

Roush, PhD, as the Banquet Guest Speaker. For those 

who do not recognize the name, Roy has been a 

treasure hunter / prospector since the 60's. He was the 

answer man for the old magazines: Treasure, Treasure 

Search and Treasure Found back in the 70's and 80's, 

as well as a contributor to the "Treasure Hunters 

Confidential".  

Recently he was on the History Channel episode 

on Jesse James and the Knights of the Golden Circle 

Treasures. You do not want to miss listening to Roy at 

this convention! 

May the New Year be prosperous for us all! 

Mike Smith, Chapter President 

 
 

Big Valley Metal 

Detectors  
8153 Juli Court 

Citrus Heights, CA 95610-4000 
(916) 225-9150 

"Site to Site,  
Season to Season" 

larry@bigvalleymetaldetectors.com 

www.bigvalleymetaldetectors.com 
 

mailto:larry@bigvalleymetaldetectors.com
http://www.bigvalleymetaldetectors.com/


6 
 

Central States Success 

The Hidden History League was created to 

combine American history and metal detecting as a way 

of creating a new learning experience for students. Metal 

detecting has taken learning to a whole new level, by 

unearthing artifacts from our American past. 

 Students are able to experience hands-on 

learning by digging up old relics and identifying them 

from spoons to pill boxes and by attempting to predate 

them.  

We also utilize modern movies in our club as an 

additional tool for learning. The movies National 

Treasure, Pirates of the Caribbean, and metal detecting 

videos are all tools that we use to broaden our childrenôs 

interests in learning not just about American history, but 

world history as well. 

When metal detectors are used to locating 

coins, we take the date that is imprinted on the coin and 

attempt to determine if there was any relevant events in 

history that may have occurred during that time if such 

an event is determined then we look at the economic 

relevance during that time and make comparisons to the 

economics of today. I have found this method of 

teaching to be very useful, my students seem to absorb 

and retain information much easier than by reading 

books. 

I also teach my students how to properly use a 

metal detector and how to excavate a site, as well as 

making sure that everything that is dug up put properly 

back in its place. The kids just love to get their hands 

dirty! I originally had over 135 children signing up for the 

club, but I was only allowed to accept 60 students which 

by all means is an achievement in itself. My students 

look forward to every club meeting which are held twice 

a week. 

I wish to thank the FMDAC for all its help, and 

any additional help that you can provide such as 

additional metal detectors would be greatly appreciated. 

The children enjoy the little mini-coin textbooks and 

treasure hunting books that you sent us. Though there 

are not enough books to go around the students donôt 

mind sharing the books. 

David Ortiz 
Sawyer elementary school 
Chicago Illinois 

 
 

Legislative Wrap Up 

With the end of the year upon us it is time for a recap of 

this past yearôs legislation highlights. Here they are in no 

specific order. 

 1.     Fighting the closures of two parks in NY City is 

slow going. Some headway has been made. The task 

force, along with help from across the country, has 

succeeded in getting them opened on a limited basis. At 

this point the city is refusing to negotiate any further, 

citing that old worn out ñhistoricalò reference. This is for 

parks that have seen metal detecting for decades.  

Email and phone call campaigns are still going on. A 

protest was conducted in front of Central Park, which is 

off limits to detecting. This garnered some media 

attention and is available for viewing on the web. The 

city replied to this protest and the media attention. 

Stating that it was not the way to go about it and the 

matter is basically closed. However, it seems to me like 

they got their attention! 

2.  The situation in Louisville is at a deadlock. Elected 

officials are refusing to discuss it. Once again this ban is 

in areas that have allowed detecting for decades. What 

is needed there is a big change in the elected officials. 

Maybe this could become an issue in the next elections 

of every city official. There is a new development in this 

one that is just getting off the ground. They are working 

a new direction. More info will be found on the forum 

when it is available. 

Also from Kentucky is that dang ñpermitò bill again. Itôs 

back. For those not familiar with it I will briefly explain. It 

would require a permit from the state to dig an 

ñarchaeologicalò site on private property. The definition 

of an archaeological site is wide and the property owners 

have no say. This bill is disguised as a cemetery 

protection act with the pertinent factors hidden in 

between. This bill has never made it out of committee as 

it appears that it has no support at all beyond the 

sponsors.   

 

 

 

http://www.kellycodetectors.com/indexmain.php
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3. There is some movement in Wisconsin, although it is 

not in the preferred direction.  A lobbyist was hired jointly 

by several concerns to work on the situation. After a 

meeting between all involved it looked like something 

could be worked out. Apparently it was just a smoke 

screen on the states part. There is now a bill in the 

works that has not yet been submitted at the time of this 

writing. Watch the website for info when it is submitted.  

 

4.  The Omnibus Lands Bill passed. This massive 

government land grab will acquire millions of acres and 

re-designate tens of millions more. Shutting off and/or 

regulating many uses of these lands to include 

everything from metal detecting and fossil collecting to 

mineral exploration and logging. One area that is known 

to contain 100ôs of millions of barrels of oil is now off 

limits to drilling.  

The alarming part of this bill is the way it was passed. Or 

actually not passed is the correct term. This bill 

contained over 170 individual bills thrown together by 

Reid to create a big mess. They had to take the whole 

mess without debating the merits of each piece. Which is 

the way it is supposed to work and the way the founding 

fathers set it up to work.  

Now for the kicker - The bill passed the Senate but failed 

in the House. They suspended debate on it. A one-

thousand page bill was not open to debate. Because of 

that it needed a 2/3 vote. It didnôt get it but was only a 

few votes short. That means the bill is dead. Well not 

with this corrupt bunch of hooligans itôs not. The Senate 

took the number off a bill that had passed the House and 

was waiting for a Senate vote and put that number on 

S22. They then voted on HR146 and passed it. The bill 

is now law. You read that right. It did have to go back to 

the House for a concurrence vote which basically meant 

nothing. This vote happened the same way the first 

House vote did. This time it passed by a couple votes.  

Changing the number on it was the back-up plan. This 

1000 page bill was not even open to amendments. Every 

one put forth to protect the citizens was voted down. 

Here are a few. To prevent the taking of any citizens 

property against their wishes; to insure that the people 

have access to all the land involved; and one prohibiting 

pork from being added.  Our legislators have totally 

subverted and destroyed the whole process. They are 

running rampant.  If they can pass whatever bills they 

want by throwing the rules out the window or just 

changing them at their whim then where does it leave it 

the people and the country? 

5.  A bill in CA to suspend dredging was signed by the 

governor. There were high hopes that he would veto it 

as he had done with similar bills in the past. This bill 

halted all dredging until the environmental studies are 

done. There is a time limit set on completing these 

studies but we all know how the fast the government 

works. The unknown factor is what the outcome of these 

EIR studies will be. This applies to state land only. Info I 

have read said that the US Forest Service might not be 

enforcing this on its lands within CA. 

The amazing part of this is the economic impact studies 

that showed the loss to CA was a definitive 65 million 

dollars and could exceed 100 million. After the 

legislators passed it and the governor signed it they went 

on to try to figure out how to pay their bills when they 

were already in the hole. I just cannot fathom the 

mentality of these people. You are already deep in debt 

so you pass a bill that prevents you from collecting 

money that you would have otherwise. That is the 

equivalent of an individual being in deep debt and trying 

to figure out how to pay his bills. So he determines his 

best action is to quit his job! Brain Dead! 

 

 

 

6.   The next is one from WV and I initially missed it. It 

did not go anywhere and it is on my radar for 2010. It 

was HB 2928. It is similar to the KY bill. This bill actually 

alters an existing law. It does so by removing the 

exemptions for private property. Here is the deleted part. 

 Finally, this legislation is not intended to interfere with 

the normal activities of private property owners, farmers, 

or those engaged in the development, mining or 

improvement of real property.  

Add that to the following and you should see the 

problem. 

(1) No person may excavate, remove, destroy, or 
otherwise disturb any historic or prehistoric ruins, 
burial grounds, archaeological site, or human 
skeletal remains, unmarked grave, grave artifact or 
grave marker of historical significance unless such 
person has a valid permit issued to him or her by 
the Director of the Historic Preservation Section:  

http://www.archenterprises.com/
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For the purpose of our interest you can focus on the 

ñhistoricò and ñarchaeologicalò. I have been unable to 

find a definition of either.  This is where the problem is. 

Can they call anything they want a historic or 

archaeological site? We have seen it in writing in past 

bills in other states where they even included any 

building past or present as ñhistoric structuresò. We 

cannot let these bills get a hold in any state. Most state 

legislators oppose these bills when they are made aware 

of the attack on private property. I will keep you informed 

if this one comes up again.  

 7.   A potential detecting ban in Clay County, FL was 

averted thru quick action and a group of level headed 

councilman. They looked at the whole picture and did 

not revert to the standard knee jerk reactions we see so 

often.  No detecting on county owned cemeteries or 

historical sites. Pretty much common sense!  

Thank you to all who have helped out in these matters 

and your support will be continually needed.  Remember 

that the hobby you save will be your own!  

Mark Schuessler 

 

FMDAC CRUISE IN FEBRUARY 2010 

CONTACT DUANE BILLER 

OR JILL McFEEDERS 

FOR DETAILS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book your personal and business travel 

on our new travel Website: 

www.ytbtravel.com/fmdac 

Each and every time you do, the FMDAC will receive a 

portion of the 

Travel commissions. 

You get the same low rates offered by other travel 

Websites 

 

 

 

 

FMDAC MERCHANDISE 

 

Patches $3.00 

пΩ {ǘƛŎƪŜǊǎ ϷмΦрл 

оέ {ǘƛŎƪŜǊǎ ϷмΦлл 

Lapel / Hat pins $4.00 

S&H $1.00 

Hats $12  

T-shirt s $15 

 

Contact Jill McFeeders  

7025 Dover Zoar Rd. 

Dover, OH 44622 

330 364-1608 

jcseeker@core.com 

 

FMDAC LIBRARY AVAILABLE 

CONTACT DAVE CARTER 

dcarter5@aol.com 

 

http://www.ytbtravel.com/fmdac
http://www.numismaster.com/
http://www.ytbtravel.com/fmdac
mailto:jcseeker@core.com
mailto:dcarter5@aol.com


9 
 

 

ACCOMODATIONS 

These are 3 hotels we recommend for this event. Quality Inn and Suites 1410 South Country Club Drive Mesa, AZ 85210 PH 480-

964-2897 Rate $54.99 per suite (one or two bed) plus tax per night. They have free breakfast, free WIFI, all suites have full Kitchen, 

heated pool and spa near outdoor cabana area. This hotel is the farthest at about 20 miles from Goldfield Ghost Town. Best Western 

1101 West Apache Trail Apache Junction, AZ 85120 PH 480-982-9200 Rates of $64.99 for room with King bed, $69.99 for room with 

2 Queen beds per night plus tax. They have a free deluxe breakfast, pool, spa near the outdoor cabana. This is the closest hotel at 

about 5 miles from Goldfield Ghost Town. Super 8 Motel 251 East 29th Avenue Apache Junction, AZ 85119 PH 480-288-8888 Rate 

of $59.00 per night plus tax for room with Queen bed. They have a free deluxe breakfast, free WI-FI, Laundry room, Smoking and 

non smoking rooms, heated pool and spa. This hotel is approximately 7 miles from Goldfield Ghost Town. 

Be sure to tell them you are with the FMDAC to get these rates! 

CAMPING 

There is a campground at Goldfield Ghost Town, phone 480-983-0333 to reserve. Also Lost Dutchman State Park is about 1 mile up the road 

from Goldfield, phone 480-982-4485. 

ATTRACTIONS 

There are many exciting things to do at Goldfield Ghost Town for those not in the hunts. There is the train ride, mine tour, reptile exhibit and the museum 

besides the shops to explore. At this time of the year the Goldfield Gunfighters will be here on Saturday and Sunday to entertain. In the surrounding area, 

we have camping, boating, fishing and hiking in the nearby Tonto National Forest. For you gamblers, there is a casino on many of the Indian 

Reservations (Ft McDowell/Ak-Chin/Gila) in the area. There are over 40 golf courses in the valley. You can visit the many Museums such as the 

Heard, Mesa Southwest or Superstition Mountain. 

SEMINARS AND EXHIBITS 

We will have displays by dealers, clubs, and individuals at Goldfield Ghost Town. Seminars on a variety of 

topics will run on Saturday afternoon. The display area will be open Saturday and Sunday. Registration will be 

open at the hunt site all day Saturday and Sunday at the FMDAC booth. 

BANQUET 

The banquet will be Saturday evening at the Mammoth Steakhouse and Saloon. It will start off with a cash bar 

at 6:00 pm followed by a buffet dinner at 7:00pm. After the dinner we will have Roy Roush, PhD, tell us about 

the Knight of the Golden Circle (KGC). 

HUNTS 

All hunts will be at Goldfield Ghost Town. Saturday Silver hunt begins promptly at 9:00 am. Saturday Gold hunt 

starts at 1 pm. Registration will be at 8:00 am. The two hunts held on Sunday begin at 10:00 am and 1:00 pm, 

with registration starting at 8:30 am. They will be held rain or shine for all FMDAC members. You can join the 

FMDAC for an additional $10.00 at Registration. All targets will be silver coins and tokens ï NO CLAD. There 

will be a free kidôs hunt between the two main hunts on Sunday. 

SPECIAL 

We have made arrangements to go out to a mining claim on Friday, April 30
th
 . Any entrant can participate in 

this special trip. It is an hour drive to the claim. Meet at Goldfield GT lower parking lot at 8AM. 

TRAVEL 

Fly into Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport and rent a vehicle. 

Check out www.ytb/fmdac.com for all your travel needs. 

If you need any more info or have any questions then please contact: 

Mike Smith at 480-983-7011 or promack@quik.com 

Duane Biller at 724-439-1380 

All times and schedule subject to change. 

*The Federation of Metal Detector and Archaeological Clubs is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization.* 

 

http://fmdac.com/
mailto:promack@quik.com
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ENTRY FORM REQUIREMENTS 

USE ONE ENTRY PER PERSON (COPY IF NECESSARY) this entry or a copy of this entry must be sent in with a check or money order. Canadian 

members must pay with a US Money Order.  

IMPORTANT PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

1. Registrants at the time of registration at Convention must present their current FMDAC Membership card. 

2. Please fill out the form COMPLETELY, including the FMDAC club or Chapter to which you belong. Your signature is very important. 
If you do not sign the release; you will not be permitted to hunt. 

3. There will be a $25 returned check fee. 

4. No coils over 10 1/2ò in diameter allowed. Headphones must be used. 
5. Hunt will be held rain or shine. NO REFUNDS. 

Please complete the form and make check/money order payable to the FMDAC and enclose a self addressed stamped envelope and mail to: 

JILL MCFEEDERS 

7025 DOVER ZOAR RD. 

DOVER, OH 44622 

ENTRY FORM 

I am a member of the FMDAC in good standing and I wish to participate in the following events. 

SATURDAY SILVER 
_____ (Until 3/20) $40 _____ (3/20 to 4/20) $45 _____ (After 4/20) $50 
SATURDAY GOLD 
_____ (Until 3/20) $50 _____ (3/20 to 4/20) $55 _____ (After 4/20) $60 
BANQUET 
_____ (Until 3/20) $25 _____ (3/20 to 4/20) $30 _____ (After 4/20) $35 (steak, chicken or fish) 
SUNDAY HUNTS 
_____ (Until 3/20) $100.00_____ (3/20 to 4/20) $110.00_____ (After 4/20) $125.00 

LATE FEES WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO 

DO NOT MAIL AFTER 4/20 2010 PAY AT THE CONVENTION. 

I have enclosed a check/money order (US FUNDS) in the amount of $______. 

You do not have to be a member of the FMDAC for the Banquet, Seminars or Exhibits. 

SEND A SELF ADDRESSED 

STAMPED ENVELOPE TO 

RECEIVE YOUR TICKETS. 

NAME__________________ 

ADDRESS __________________  

CITY ______________________  

STATE __________ ZIP _______  

CLUB NAME or CHAPTER _____  

PHONE ____________________  

E-mail 

I acknowledge that I WILL NOT hold the FMDAC, Goldfield Ghost Town or its representatives responsible for any 

injuries or accidents I may incur while participating in any of the above events. 

Signature __ __________________________________________ 

Date 
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A VERY SPECIAL 

THANKS TO WHITES 

ELECTRONICS 

FOR THEIR PAST 

SUPPORT  

 

http://whiteselectronics.com/ 

CALL WHITE'S 1-800-547-6911    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUEST 

ADVERTISING 

RATES: 

BUSINESS 

CARD SIZE AD 

$50 FOR FOUR 

PRINTED ISSUES 

AND ALL 

ELECTRONIC 

ISSUES 

Contact Dave for quarter, half or full page rates 

OLD DETECTORS? 

If you have an old detector sitting in the 

closet or hanging in the garage and 

would like to help out groups like the 

Hidden History League contact Ed 

Burke.  He has volunteered to take the 

lead on this project and make sure the 

detectors go to the right place. 

 

2010 BRINGS NATIONAL 

ELECTIONS 

All National officer positions will be up 

for grabs this year.  Even years bring 

the re-election of the sitting officers or 

the election of new officers for all the 

national positions. 

This is your chance to step up.  Think 

about volunteering for a couple of terms 

and help save the hobby. 

This is your organization! 

 

http://whiteselectronics.com/
http://whiteselectronics.com/ukhoard.html
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FMDAC QUEST 
Dave Perry, editor 
603 W. State St. 
Princeton, IN 47670 

THE FMDACôS CODE OF 
ETHICS 

 

I WILL ALWAYS CHECK FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY AND LOCAL 

LAWS BEFORE SEARCHING. IT IS MY RESPONSIBILITY TO 

άYbh² ¢I9 [!² ά. 

I WILL RESPECT PRIVATE PROPERTY AND WILL NOT ENTER 
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WHERE POSSIBLE, SUCH PERMISSION WILL BE IN WRITING. 

I WILL TAKE CARE TO REFILL ALL HOLES AND TRY NOT TO LEAVE 

ANY DAMAGE. 

I WILL REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF ANY AND ALL TRASH AND 

LITTER THAT I FIND. 

I WILL APPRECIATE AND PROTECT OUR INHERITANCE OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES, WILDLIFE AND PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

 

 

 
I WILL, AS AN AMBASSADOR FOR THE HOBBY, USE 
THOUGHTFULNESS, CONSIDERATION AND COURTESY AT ALL 
TIMES. 
 
I WILL WORK TO HELP BRING UNITY TO OUR HOBBY BY 

WORKING WITH ANY ORGANIZATION OF ANY GEOGRAPHIC 

AREA THAT MAY HAVE PROBLEMS THAT WILL LIMIT THEIR 

ABILITY TO PEACEFULLY PURSUE THE HOBBY. 

I WILL LEAVE GATES AS FOUND. 

I WILL BUILD FIRES IN DESIGNATED OR SAFE PLACES ONLY. 

I WILL REPORT TO THE PROPER AUTHORITIES ANY INDIVIDUALS 

REMOVES ARTIFACTS FROM FEDERAL PARKS OR STATE 

PRESERVES. 


