FMDAC HOLDS A GREAT SPRING
CONVENTION IN LAUGHLIN

For the first time the FMDAC held its
SPRING Convention in the Western
Chapter in Laughlin, NV, and all attendees
agreed that they had a great time.

THE TOP PRIZE WINNERS WERE:

Grand Prize $1250.00 Treasure Chest Ken Hogue
of the Lancaster Research & Recovery Club,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

First Prize- $750 Chest
Richard Perrone of Redwood Valley, California,
an independent member

Southeastern Chapter President and hiswife
Wally and Sandy Swartz

We Hope to see you at the Edgewater
Beach Resort in Panama City Beach, Florida
October 14, 15 & 16, 2005 for the Annual Fall

Convention. For more details, see our new
web page at www.FMDAC.com or see pages
6 and 8.
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FMDAC National Officers for 2005

FMDAC President, Duane Biller: If you have
a guestion concerning the FMDAC | will do
my best to answer it, and if | cannot answer it,
I will forward it to the right person.

FMDAC Vice President, Jim Beyers: | am
extremely interested in your opinion and want
your input. The Chapter Presidents meet with
me and discuss your issues. Listening to and
working with you is my highest priority.

FMDAC Secretary, Erank Colletti: | take
notes/minutes at the board meeting and
provide them to member ship; including
records and by-laws.

FMDAC Treasurer, Jill McFeeders: | receive
FMDAC funds, make financial reports, keep
member ship information, and distribute funds
appropriately

FMDAC Manufacturer/I ndustry
Representative, Bob Clark: | represent the
metal detector manufacturers and the industry
and will answer questions.

FMDAC Alliance Liaison, Mark Schuessler:
contact me regarding alignment between other
organizations and the FMDAC. .

FMDAC Webmaster (We are currently
seeking a volunteer) management of the
information technology and web site of the
FMDAC.

QUEST SCHEDULE:

It will be published as scheduled. December -
January — February, March — April, May — June,
July — August, September - October - November.
The cut-offs for publication will be the 1st of the
month preceding the publication. If you would like
any of your club’sinformation published please
submit them to Frank Colletti at 1439 Stephen
Marc Lane, East Meadow, NY 11554 or you can e-
mail Frank at Secretary @fmdac.com

Remember this publication belongsto you, the
membership, so let’s get those articlesin on time.

Chapter Presidents for 2005

WESTERN CHAPTER

Cecil Lane

P.O. Box 40, Dutch Flat, CA 95714
AZ-CA-CO-NV-UT-WY
WE-President@fmdac.com

NORTHWEST CHAPTER

Lyle Thomas

P.O. Box 130, Pasco, WA 99301
AK-ID-MT-ND-OR-SD-WA
NW-Pr esident@fmdac.com

Ph 509 - 545 - 5144

CENTRAL CHAPTER

Ron David

2211 West 9th Street Anderson, Indiana 46016
| A-1L-IN-KY-MI-MN-OH-W
CS-President@fmdac.com

Ph 765 - 643 — 1121

Fx 765 - 643 - 1121

NORTHEAST CHAPTER

Tony D'Angelo

105 No. Queens Avenue,, No. Massapequa, NY 11758
CT-MA-ME-NH-NY-RI-VT
NE-President@fmdac.com

Ph 516 - 799 — 9285

MID-ATLANTIC CHAPTER

Harry Niemeyer

73 McGovern Blvd, Crescent, PA. 15046
DE-MD-NC-NJ-PA-VA-W

MA-Presi dent@fmdac.com

Ph 724 - 457-0720

SOUTHEASTERN CHAPTER

Wallis D Swartz

7791 55th Sreet N. , Pindllas Park, FL 33781
AL-FL-GA-MS-SC-TN
SE-President@fmdac.com

Ph 727 - 647 — 2216

SOUTHCENTRAL CHAPTER
Terry Smith

P.O. Box 455, Judson, TX 75660
AR-KS-LA-MO-NE-NM-OK-TX
SC-President@fmdac.com

Ph 903 - 734 — 7682

QUEST EDITORS:
FRANK COLLETTI & HARRY NIEMEYER




Federation of Metal Detector and
Archaeological Clubs

DUANE BILLER, PRESIDENT
184 Grange Rd.
McClellandtown, PA 14458
724-439-1380

NEWSBRIEF

Thetrip west to Laughlin was once again an enjoyable
one. Vic and Cheryl Kamer went along with my wife
Linda and me to help add to the enjoyment. Vic and
Cheryl had never been west before so | had to act as
somewhat of atour guide. The weather was just beautiful
and the Laughlin convention was once again a success.
Our numbers were down from previous yearsin Laughlin
but everything went very well and | believe everyone who
attended had a great time. | want to send out a specia
Thanksto Carl McFeeders who once again stepped up to
the plate and got a planting crew together at the last minute
and to the manufacturers and dealers who donated
products for prizes or their time to do seminars. If you
missed the Laughlin Convention you need to make plans
to attend the fall convention in Panama City Beach,
Florida. Wally Swartz has been working on some special
events and surprises. We will also add afree night hunt on
Friday evening to add to the excitement.

Last year the FMDAC Board decided to join the
Outdoor Writers of America, a nationa organization of
Writers, TV, Radio, and Seminar Speakers. We believed
that the exposure to these individuals would help to spread
the word of the FMDAC and the hobby. In June we will be
attending the Outdoor Writers Conference in Madison
Wisconsin were we will be setting up atable to introduce
the Organization to the writers and we will also be setting
up ahunt field for writers who are interested to actually try
our great hobby. This exposure will be a great benefit to
the organization and should help with promoting the
hobby.

The Board is working on a member benefit package
were being a member of the FMDAC will get you
discounts on books, magazines, campgrounds, hotels and
many other things.

The program is being worked on and some of these
benefits should be starting soon. Keep an eye on the Quest
for updates.

Our film library is up and running but only afew clubs
have taken advantage of the program. Dave Carter has

compiled alist of
films and would be
glad to send them to
your club. If you
need a copy of the
list you can contact
Dave by e-mail at
cdcarter5@aol.com.

Once again we
have been asked to attend the event at Centennial Olympic
Park to introduce individuals to the hobby and the
organization. We will be putting together a crew to go to
Atlantaand work this event so if you areinterested please
contact either Wally Swartz or myself and we will be able
to give you the info. Bob Clark, our Manufacturers/
Industry Representative isworking on a new handout to
pass out to individuals to let them know what the FMDAC
isal about.

Bob also on hisway back from Laughlin had the
opportunity to sit down with James Gifford, of Tesoro at
the factory to let him know what’ s going on with the
FMDAC and to seeif he had any input for the Association.
| understand from both parties the meeting went very well.
The Board is always open to your ideas and comments so
feel freeto contact anytime. Let remember thisis your
organization and your comments avital.

Seeyou in Florida

The 2005 Annua Fall convention will be held on
October 14, 15 & 16™ at the Edgewater Beach Resort in
Panama City Beach, FL.

Make your reservations early by calling 1-800-3316338,
tell them you are with the FMDAC. Reservations must be
made by September 13" to get the discount. Mark your
calendars.

Hit HH



Bills Dated From 1891 To 1928

POSTED: 9:48 am EDT April 26, 2005, THE BOSTON
CHANNEL.COM

METHUEN, Mass. -- Yard work proved to be profitable for a
Methuen man while he was digging up atreein hisyard with a
few friends.

NewsCenter 5@ Anthony Everett reported that Tim Crebase and
Barry Villcliff couldn®believe what they found buried under
two feet of earth in Crebase®backyard -- abox stuffed with
cash, gold and silver certificates from local banks, some were
more than a century old.

"I saw the money and | was beside myself. | started jumping up
and down," Villcliff said. "I just pulled out roll after roll after
roll of money."

The men, not quite knowing what they had, stuffed the money
into crates and took the stash to be appraised by a New
Hampshire coin shop owner.

Don Mangano, of Village Coin Shop, knew the loot was real
and that collectors would pay $50,000 or more for the cash that
dates 1891 to 1928 -- the year it was likely buried.

"It was probably like stashing about $500,000 today," he said.
None of the men knows why the money was hidden in Crebase®
yard, but there are theories such as the owner didn®trust banks
so he or she stashed the cash underground or the money could be
proceeds from arobbery proceeds or profits from bootlegging
during Prohibition.

Whatever, the case, the friends plan to split the money.

Crebase is planning to buy a new car.

K # S

Contractors Accused Of Stealing Antique Bills
THE BOSTON CHANNEL.COM
BOSTON -- Two men who made national headlines when they
claimed to have found a buried treasure in a Methuen, Mass.,
back yard now face criminal charges.
NewsCenter 5@ Gail Huff reported that the men, Tim Crebase,
22, of Methuen, and Barry Billcliff, 27, of Manchester, N.H.,
are now accused of stealing the antique bills that could be
worth as much as $100,000. They face charges of receiving
stolen property and conspiracy.

Warrants were also issued Friday for Kevin Kozak, 27, of
Methuen, and Matt Ingham, 23, of Newton, N.H., on the same
charges.

M ethuen Police Department Chief Joseph E. Solomon said
Friday morning that Crebase and Billcliff are roofers who found
the money in the rafters of an old barn they were renovating in
Newbury, Mass., so it doesn®belong to them.

"It was actually found by them while they were doing a
construction job at someone® house. Now, they are under arrest
for receiving stolen property for over $250, conspiracy and

accessory after the fact to receiving stolen property,” Solomon
said.

Solomon appeared on ABC®"Good Morning America'
Thursday and said police became suspicious about the find
Thursday when the stories about how the money was discovered
kept changing.

The antique bank notes and currency the pair found could be
worth as much as $100,000, and the money -- 1,800 bank notes
and bills dating between 1899 and 1928 -- is authentic. But the
stories about how the money was found while the men were
digging up atreein Crebase®yard were phony, and Solomon
said Crebase eventually confessed that he, Billcliff (pictured,
right) and Ingham found the money in a Newbury barn. Police
said the three men later persuaded Kozak to go along with the
story that they discovered the bills while digging in ayard.
Billcliff was convicted of counterfeiting money in 1999.
Overnight, Billcliff and Crebase were supposed to be on the
"Jimmy Kimmel Show." Solomon appeared instead.

"Right now, they are with the detectives or Secret Service and
state police," he said.

On Friday, the Newbury barn owner, Sylvia Littlefield, learned
that the men who replaced the gutters on her barn are the same
men who claimed they found tens of thousands of dollarsin their
back yard.

The Littlefield family has lived on the 200-acre property for
generations. Earlier this month, Littlefield, her daughter Sarah
Quill and her son-in-law Donald Quill had rotting gutters
removed from a barn. Police said Billcliff and Crebase were
hired as subcontractors for the job. One morning, police said, the
contractor went to buy lumber, leaving the two men
unsupervised. When the contractor returned, Billcliff and
Crebase had completed their work and were gone. Police said
that®the day the men found the cash behind the gutters.

The Littlefield family declined requests for an interview.
Solomon said if the men had not gone to the media with the
story of their discovery, they probably could have taken it out of
state and sold it to dealers and collectors and kept the profits.
"They probably could have gotten away with it all,” Solomon
said. "l guess sometimes wanting to be famous is the downfall of
some people.”

"These defendants made up a story to police, to the media and
to other individuals with respect to how they found this money,"
prosecutor Gabrielle Clark said.

The pair was arraigned in Lawrence District Court. Both pleaded
not guilty to the charges. Crebase (pictured, above) posted
$1,000 bail and was released. Bail was set at $5,000 for Billcliff.
Solomon said Kozak had fled and Ingham was believed to be in
Florida

The Urban Treasure Hunter (second
edition) is back. Any treasure hunter
who livesin or near acity needsthis
book! Therichesof history are there for
those who dare search for them.




NEW TREASURE HUNTERS SHOW

ARE YOU READY FOR THE ADVENTURE OF
ALIFETIME? DEADLINE EXTENDED: MAY
20TH, 12 NOON NBC is currently seeking
unique groups of three to compete for thrills and
riches in television's first global treasure hunt.
The treasure hunters will face exciting
challenges requiring brains, stamina, passion,
and teamwork. Who will you choose to bring with
you on this life-changing journey? If you think
you have what it takes to find the treasure,
assemble your team and apply now:

.Inbc/footer/applications/TreasureHunters Applic

ation.pdf "Treasure Hunters" is the new, quest-
oriented series that features multi-player teams
to be sent on a global search to solve a puzzle --
and the first team to uncover all the clues will be
given the location of a hidden treasure. YOU
CAN... Mail a VHS tape and a completed and
signed application to:

TREASURE HUNTERS c/o Magical Elves
Spring Arts Tower 453 S. Spring St. Suite
1100

See NBC.com for additional information

CHAPTER ELECTIONS
Please note that the Chapters are having the biannual

electionsfor al officers’ positions.
The following is from the procedure manual:

PROCEDURES:

1) Nominations: Any member in

good standing, for a period of two (2)
consecutive years prior to the election, may be
nominated for office. A member in good standing
is an individual who represents an organization
which is not in arrears in dues and is in full
understanding of the obligations that are
required of him/her and who has not been
subject to disciplinary action for one (1) year.

Nominees for Office must abide by the
following procedures:

1) He/She must be a member of the
FMDAC in good standing for a period of two
years, prior to their nomination.

2) A nominee must have his/her dues paid
in full prior to the nomination dates opening, that
is, nominations open on May 1%, 200X,
therefore, their dues must be paid by April 30,
200X in order to be nominated. [Note: The check
is in the mail is not acceptable, the dues must be
paid.] Simply stated, they must be a member of
any member club, and a paid up member of the
FMDAC.

3) The nominee may only be nominated
for one position on the ballot, whether it is for a
National or Chapter Office.

4) The individual must be nominated by a
club, although he/she need not be a member of
the club that nominated them.

5) The club must submit the nomination
in writing (hard copy) to the Nominating
committee (the same committee as the Election
Committee). (See Nominating Form below.)
The Nominating Committee s procedures are to
establish that the nominee is a member in good
standing of the Federation. Said confirmation of
membership shall be confirmed with the
Membership Committee.

6) The Nominating Committee will then
notify the nominee in writing as soon as possible
after receipt and confirmation of membership
status that their nomination has been accepted
by the Nominating Committee.

7) The nominee shall then reply to the
Committee in writing that they accept (or reject)
the nomination for the specific position that they
were nominated for. In the event that the reply is
not received on a timely basis, it shall be
assumed that the nominee does not desire to
accept the nomination for the position, and their
name shall not be placed on the ballot.

8) The acceptance of the nomination
must by made by September 1%, 200X in order
to be placed on the ballot.

ELECTION COMMITTEE:

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
ELECTION COMMITTEE
C/O MIKE & SUE RACE

603 W. Main St., New Holland, PA 17557.



October 14, 15 & 16, 2005
FALL CONVENTION HUNT DETAILS:

FRIDAY NIGHT:

WE WILL HAVE A FREE HUNT ON FRIDAY EVENING
FOR ALL MEMBERS. BE SURE TO ATTEND.
ADDITIONAL DETAILSWILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE
REGISTRATION DESK!

“SAND & SURF SEARCH” ON SATURDAY

SATURDAY MORNING:

THERE WILL BE A KNEE-DEEP WATER AND BEACH
HUNT. REGISTRATION WILL BE AT 7:AM AND THE
HUNT AT 8:AM.

2BIG TREASURE HUNTS SUNDAY
Sunday morning at 8:30am registration will begin for the 2 big
hunts. These hunts will be on the beach. Sand scoops and
baskets are encouraged. Diggerswill be limited to 3-inch wide
blades, no shovels, pick or large tools will be permitted. The
hunts will be held rain or shine.

You must bea member of the FMDAC to enter these hunts.
The hunts will consist of silver coins (no clad) and tokens. The
top 40 prizes will be according to the number of hunters that
attend. We will guarantee to give the Grand Prize of the
$1250.00 Treasure Chest and the First Prize of the $750.00
Treasure Chest no matter how many attend. The remainder of
the top 40 prizes will be given at the rate of 8 for every 50
hunters.

DISPLAYSWILL INCLUDE:
Lo
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MANY OTHER SURPRISE GUEST SPEAKERS AND
DISPLAYS

Local toolmaker’s invention makes soldiers’ lives safer in
Iraq
By DANIEL WALSH Staff Writer, (856) 794-5111

The U.S. Army's 163rd Mechanized Infantry had a
problem.
They were digging up mortars and landmines southwest of
Kirkuk, Irag, with nothing more than unwieldy No. 2
shovels, bayonets and their bare hands.
So Sgt. 1st Class John M. Hawkins of the Oregon National
Guard went looking for something better.
He found it in Upper Deerfield Township, Cumberland
County.

Local toolmaker George Lesche modified a digging trowel
for Hawkins that the soldier, in an e-mail Wednesday to
The Press of Atlantic City, said is perfect for the job.

Now, a local union is paying to send 40 more trowels to
Irag, and they're trying to get other unions around the
country to do the same.

"We gave it to them at cost," Lesche said. "It's all non-
reflective. There's no shine on it. It's all black. No label.
You've got the army sheath. It's practically indestructible.”
Hawkins uses Lesche's tools, which are widely renowned,
back home in his work as a relic hunter.

Near Kirkuk, he gave another sergeant a quick lesson on
how metal detectors can be used to locate not only
fragmented ordnance but also fuses that will show more
clearly, via the mapped azimuth, where a rocket was
originally fired.

His leadership took advantage of this, and it led to the
discovery of a huge weapons cache.

Soldiers led by Master Sgt. Neil Brooks have been digging
ever since, but they found their equipment wasn't ideal for
digging potentially dangerous ordnance.

"l am in charge of hiring local folks to do work here and the
'G' troop commander had asked me what | can do to get
some more or better equipment for his soldiers," Hawkins
wrote. "The means to do that on the (Iraqi) market are
about zero, so | went this route."

Hawkins posted his situation on the Internet, and Lesche
went to work modifying the first digging trowel, which
reached Hawkins on March 30.

"He didn't ask me for the tools," Lesche said. "He was
just telling me about the situation."

Lesche, who works for a contractor doing work at a
Paulsboro oil refinery, mentioned Hawkins' situation to his
foreman, Mike Toal, who then contacted Jim Kehoe, union
business manager for Plumbers and Steamfitters Local
322.

Kehoe spread the word and found enough cash in little
more than a week to send 40 more digging trowels to
Kirkuk.

"The guys on the job have donated money out of their
pockets," Kehoe said.

Kehoe's now pitching the idea to his national union to see
if more money can be raised to pay for more tools.

While Lesche designs products for his wife's Predator
Tools line as a side job, they still pay independent crafters
around the nation to build their equipment. They hope the
next batch of tools reaches Iraq in two to three weeks.
Hawkins said the tools are coming at a good time for his
unit. The 163rd lost their first soldier last week, as Sgt. 1st
Class Robbie McNary, of Montana, was killed in combat.
Lt. Col. Jerry Healy, an Army spokesman, praised Hawkins
efforts, comparing them to soldiers' creative armoring of
Humvees.

"If somebody comes up with a better way of doing things
and soldiers are using it, | don't think that's a bad thing,"
said Healy. "Soldiers often adapt to things in different
ways."



The following letter to the Editor was presented as a
Guest Commentary in the May 9 2005 issue of Coin
World in response to the Editorial Opinion (by Beth
Deishler) condemning treasure hunters as selfish and
greedy because they would not reveal the details of a
cache that they had discovered in upstate New York.
The details that they ‘selfishly’ would not reveal
included the exact location of the finds.

| feel that | must respond to Beth Deisher’s Editoria
published in the May 2, 2005, issue of Coin World
regarding her comment: “Regrettably, this situation
does not portray metal detecting or coin collecting in
afavorable light.”

It is comments and opinions like this that we in the
metal detecting community have worked so hard to
dispel.

| am the national secretary for the Federation of
Metal Detecting & Archaeological Clubs Inc., a
nationwide not-for-profit  organization whose
membership is actively engaged in assisting law
enforcement with finding evidence in various crimes
whenever asked. Our member clubs post notices and
request volunteers who are on call 24 hours a day to
assist local law enforcement. In addition, | write a
monthly column called “Civic Patrol” for Lost
Treasure magazine, a publication devoted to metal
detecting. My column highlights the good deeds that
detectorists perform for their community. Frequently
our members are asked to help locate lost rings,
family heirlooms and other valuables, often without
any expectation of a reward. (In fact, when a reward
isoffered, it isfrequently refused.)

In addition, our members frequently spend many
hours researching the proper owners of a found
school ring in order to return it. The finder may
occasionally receive a nominal reward, but the
individual is never compensated for the long hoursin
the field or the many hours researching the name and
current location of the proper owner of the ring.
Most of the people who tell me their stories state that
the look on the face of the person who has received
his or her ring back is usually reward enough.

Sure, | agree that there are individuals in the metal
detecting hobby who may cast a bad light upon the habby,
and our organization has highlighted the

misdeeds of others just as we have worked to defend the
rights of detectorists throughout the country. However, the
coin collecting hobby has just as many negative stories as
we have. Or just look at the “Guest Commentary” that
appeared in the May 2nd issue, which speaks about the
discourtesy that customers receive from many coin dealers.

Let's look at this in a different light. Deisher’s Editoria
condemns the finders of these coins for their lack of
volunteering the information regarding intimate details of
their find. In fact it questions, without any basis in fact,
their statement that the cache was found “on privately
owned land and that they secured permission from the
landowner to ‘work’ it, no proof has been given to Coin
World that the landowner has been informed that coins
have been located and taken from his or her property.”
Implicit within the comments is that the metal detectorists
have 1) not obtained permission from the landowner; 2)
may not have found the coins on private land; 3) may not
have told the landowner that anything was found, and 4)
that the finders have an obligation to provide the
information to Coin World.

Perhaps the individuals in question have spent many hours
researching the site. There are many detectorists who
spend many more hours in the library than they do in the
field. Perhaps the landowner has told them that he (or she)
does not want a large group on the property digging up the
fields and leaving holes (which is against our code of
ethics) Or, perhaps the landowner is wary of the
government and doesn’t want a large group of strangers on
his property. Then again, the property may be a working
farm and the detectorists may have strict instructions that
they can only detect before and after the planting seasons.
Any of these maybes are just as plausible as the comments
expressed in the Editorial.

There are few hobbies that do not have a few miscreants
within their midst, but to make a blatant statement like this
does not do a service to the hobby of metal detecting, nor
to the members of the coin collecting community.

Sure, we have members of the hobby who do not agree
with everything that everyone else says, and we will never
defend the lawbreaker, but we do agree that it is our right
to detect, with permission on private land. We aso love to
see each other’s finds, but we respect the rights of the
findersto their privacy.

Frank J. Colletti is National Secretary of the Federation
of Metal Detectors & Archaeological Clubs Inc.

STATES




FALL CONVENTION & TREASURE EXPO 2005
At the Edgewater Beach Resort from October 14, 15 & 16, 2005
Edgewater Beach Resort
1121 Front Beach Rd., Panama City Beach, Florida.

All silver coins!
FREE HUNT ON FRIDAY EVENING FOR EARLY BIRDS!!!!

ACCOMODATIONS
Thereisaspecial room rate for the Fall Convention at the Edgewater Beach Resort. Efficiencies run from $59 to $79 and ocean
front suites run from $99 to $139. Thisrate runs 3 days prior to the convention and 3 days after the convention. The resort is
located at 1121 Front Beach Rd., Panama City Beach, Florida. Make your reservations early by calling 1-800-331-6338, tell them
you are with the FMDAC. Reservations must be made by September 13" to get the discount.

SEMINARS AND DEALERSDISPLAY S

At the Convention there will be dealer displays & several seminars by some of the top
people in our hobby and once again they will be free. Thiswill start Friday at 4:00 pm to 8:00
pm and continue on Saturday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.

CAMPING

There are quite afew campgrounds in the area. Y ou can call Panama City Beach Chamber of Commerce for more info at 850-235-1

AREA ATTRACTIONS

There are many exciting things to do in the area. However, the Resort spans 110 acres along Panama City Beach, guests have
accessto a 1/2 mile of private beach. If guests prefer, they can listen to the gentle surf of the Gulf shores by the Lagoon Pool
complete with waterfalls cascading down rock formations, natural foliage reflection ponds and Jacuzzis. Edgewater Beach Resort
also offers vacationers 36 holes of golf, access to arejuvenating spa and fitness center, and 11 all-weather, Plexicushion tennis
courts to name a few of the resort® amenities.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If you need any info or have any questions contact: Wally Swartz at 727-647-2216 OR Duane Biller at (724)439-1380 or Jil
M cFeeders at (330)364-1608 or e-mail jcseeker@core.com

FMDAC
C/O DUANE BILLER STAMP

184 Grange Rd.
McClelandtown, PA 15458




